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PRESBYTERY OF SANTA BARBARA

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)

The 418th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Santa Barbara, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), was convened with prayer on Tuesday, November 18, 2008, at 2:05pm at Santa Ynez Valley Presbyterian Church, Solvang, California, by Elder Jay Licata, Moderator.  A quorum was present.

WELCOME to the church was extended by Host Pastor Rev. Jeff Bridgeman who spoke of the new sanctuary and the 120 years the church has served the community.
ROLL was taken by card, 88 persons indicated attendance.  (A-Absent; number after minister name is authorized ecclesiastical occupational designation; an * indicates Parish Associate; number before elder commissioners indicate number of commissioners for that church.)

CHURCHES/MINISTERS
ELDER COMMISSIONERS

Camarillo, Taiwanese-American
(1)


A
Szu-Hsing Mao (101)

Camarillo, Trinity
(3)

A
Jerome Cooper (101)


Cambria, Community
(2)


Tracy Vining (101)




Chris Milbrath (107)

Carpinteria Community
(1)

A
Jarrett Johnson (101)



Goleta
(2)

A
(vacant)


Grover Beach, First
(2)



Robert Ohman (105; 299)
Lompoc, First
(2)


Julia Leeth (101)



Los Alamos

(1)



Warren Einolander (101)
A
Fred Morgan* (299)

Moorpark
(3)
Bonnie Boe
A
David A. Wilkinson (101)


A
Janet Loughry (106)

Morro Bay
(1)



Dale Paulsen (101)



Newbury Park, Monte Vista
(1)
Larry Lindsay

Tom Stephen (101)



Nipomo, Community
(1)

A
Eugenia Gamble (106)


Ojai

(3)



Jeff Holland (101)



A
Scott Beck (103)

A
Art Beals* (299)

A
John Melsness* (797)

Orcutt

(3)
Linda Redman
A
Bruce Lethbridge (101)

Erinn Copeland

Garry Grant, CLP (107)

Frank Matthews
Oxnard, First
(3)

A
Ted Brandt (101)


Paso Robles, Highlands NCD


A
Graham Baird (301)

Pismo Beach, Community
(1)


A
Robert Crouch (101)



Port Hueneme, Westminster
(1) 


A
Dan Birchfield (101)



Port Hueneme, Word of Life
(1)


Ron Urzua (107)


Sean Chow, CLP (107)

San Luis Obispo, First
(3)


A
James R. Blades (101)



A
Andrew Rock (103)

A
Curtis Illingworth* (299)

A
Ann Martel* (299)

Santa Barbara, El Montecito
(4)
Joyce Hutchinson

Harold Bussell (101)

Jo Wagner
Santa Barbara, First
(5)


Peter Buehler (101)


A
Judith Muller (103)



A
Gordon Hess* (299)

Santa Barbara, St. Andrew's
(2)
Mona Wise

Dale Ridenour (105)

A
Edwin Aspinwall* (299)

A
Donald Carey* (299)

A
Harold Englund* (299)

Santa Maria, Santa Maria
(1)
Mickey Keith

Israel Gonzales (191)


Valerie De La Torre (193)



Santa Paula, First
(1)
Chris Buchanan
A
(vacant)
Simi Valley
(5)
Wes Shipway
A
Jeff Cheadle (101)



A
Jonathan Lusche (103)

A
Robert Coppock (103)

Solvang, Santa Ynez Valley
(4)
Leslie Ooms, Carol McMillen

Jeffrey Bridgeman (101)

Steve Orosz, Jim Gravitt

Steve Miller (103)



Summerland
(1)


A
(vacant)
Templeton, First
(1)



Charlie Little (101)

Thousand Oaks, Emmanuel
(5)
Don Lemon

Stuart Bond (101)




Dana P. Shaw (103)



Ventura, Community
(5)
Jim Lisi
A
Mark Patterson (101)


A
Paul Dugan (103)




Marsha Martin (103)



Ventura, Eastminster
(2)


Matthew Hoyt (191)



OTHER MINISTERS
A
Mark Anderson (797)

A
Charles Arnold (299)
A
James Bain (299)

A
David Beamer (299)

A
Dona Behmer (299)

A
Les Bishop (797)

A
Eric Bond (797)

A
R. Thomas Bousman (299)

A
James Bultema (791)

A
Ramón Cisneros (791)

A
Robert L. Cleath (299)

A
Paul Coppock (795)

A
Jeff Cotter (299)

A
Varre Cummins (797)

A
Thomas E. Ellis  (299)

A
Tim Fearer (403)

A
Julia Fogg (797)

A
Ernest Freund (299)

A
Charles C. Griffin (299)


Luanne Griguoli (299)
A
Lyle Hillegas (299)

A
Cecil Hoffman (299)

A
Diana Hopkins (797)

A
James Huang (503)


Steve Jacobsen (797)

A
Kathryn Johnson (797)

A
James Kenney (299)

A
Shona Kiilsgaard (299)
A
Gerry Larson (299)

A
Jill Martinez (797)

A
Kent Meads (797)

A
Rev. John McEntyre (797)
A
Michael McKim (797)

A
Kristina McKinlay (299)

A
Daniel Newhall (299)

A
Jim Nielsen (299)

A
Aahmes Overton (299)

A
Warren Porter (299)

A
Judy Rarick (299)

A
Walter K. Robie (299)

A
Mark C. Smith (501)

A
John Springer (299)

A
Daniel Stevens (562)


Alan G. Stones (299)

A
Warren Studer (299)

A
Bart Tarman (797)

A
Richard N. Vos (299)

A
Richard E. Wardlaw (299)

A
Robert Wedaa (299)

A
Robert Wennberg (797)

A
Robert Whitaker (299)

A
Jim Witty (562)

A
Kenneth C. Working (299,309)

A
Marjorie Working (299)

SUMMARY OF MINISTERIAL/CANDIDATE CHANGES (this meeting):
Approved for ordination: Tamara Holland, candidate under care of Seattle Presbytery (Interim Associate Pastor for Student Ministries, Ojai)

Dissolve associate pastoral relationship: Rev. Valerie de la Torre (193/Santa Maria) effective 12/31/08
Abolish position: Designated Associate Pastor (Santa Maria) effective 12/31/08
ELDER MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY COUNCIL:   Robert Farrow, Chuck Curtis,  Michele Southerland, Jim Stueck, Jay Licata
ALL OTHERS:  Tony Lazarri, Goleta; Suzanne Malloy, Goleta; Chris Thomas, El Montecito; Christine McClurkin, Ventura Community; Aubrey Sloan, Orcutt; Dona Sloan, Orcutt; Rebecca Watkins, San Luis Obispo
PRESBYTERY STAFF:  Rev. Jan Armstrong, Executive Presbyter; Elder Michelle Holmes, Stated Clerk; Corinne Satterthwaite, Secretary
PRESBYTERY PROGRAM STAFF:  Sandy Dinkler, IMPACT; Bonnie Boe, LLTI
CORRESPONDING MEMBERS:  Rev. Mickie Choi, Presbytery of Riverside (Development Specialist, Presbyterian Investment and Loan Foundation)
NEW ELDER COMMISSIONERS and visitors were welcomed to the presbytery.  First-time elder commissioners were hosted in the Newcomers’ Lounge prior to the meeting by former moderator Wes Shipway.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR was granted to all members of presbytery committees present.

AGENDA, as distributed at the meeting, was adopted by the presbytery.

CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved, seconded and carried to adopt the Consent Agenda.
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK (Consent Agenda)  The Stated Clerk

The Stated Clerk

1. Recommends the approval of the minutes of the 417th stated meeting of the Presbytery of Santa Barbara held on September 30, 2008.

2. Reports the current roster of names of those members of the Permanent Judicial Commission whose terms have expired within the past six years (Rules of Discipline D-5.0206b):

2007-2008
Rev. Harold Englund
2004-2005
None


Elder Steve Frank
2003-2004:
Elder Rocky Ludes

Rev. Szu-Hsing Mao

Elder Jeannie Cavender
2006-2007
None

Rev. Dale Morgan
2005-2006
Rev Jim Bain
2002-2003:
None

Elder Fred Sommers


Elder Lou Vahn

3. On behalf of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, reports that the committee held consultations with Inquirers and Candidates as required by G-14.0309, as follows:

Inquirers

January 2008 Ron Urzua

March 2008 Jennifer Hauser; Karl Hauser

April 2008 Diane White

May 2008 Jonathon LaBarge-Kliewer; Kristy LaBarge-Kliever; Chris Thomas

July 2008 Suzanne Malloy

September 2008 Christ Milbrath; Bayard Taylor

Candidates

April 2008 Alan Armstrong; Sean Chow

July 2008 Jeff Kempton

October 2008 Josh Matthews; Wayne Kempton

Josh Matthews has been certified ready to receive a call and given permission to circulate his PIF, effective October 23, 2008.

4. On behalf of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, reports that Karl Hauser and Jennifer Hauser (both of SB First) were enrolled as Inquirers on 10/7/07; and Christopher Thomas (El Montecito) was enrolled as an Inquirer on 5/22/08.

5. On behalf of the Education and Leadership Development Committee reports that planning for the fifth cycle English-language Lay Leadership Training Program is still underway and the program is expected to commence in Spring 2009.  Program Dean Rev. Ramón Cisneros-Ruelas, Assistant Dean CLP Sean Chow, and Registrar Bonnie Boe are coordinating the program.

6. Reports the resignation of Loyda Marquez from the Committee on Ministry, Class of 2010.
7. On behalf of the Personnel Committee and Presbytery Council, reports a change in terms of call for Executive Presbyter Rev. Jan Armstrong as follows (there is no net change; details on file at Presbytery Center).
8. Reports that a workshop titled “Healthy Congregations” was held October 3-4, 2008 at First Presbyterian Church, San Luis Obispo.  Co-sponsored by the presbytery’s Education and Leadership Development Committee, the workshop was designed for pastors and other church staff, lay leaders, all congregation members; and anyone interested in enhancing their capacity to manage self in a non-anxious and responsible way, whether in the church, the home, the workplace, or the community.
9. Reports that a presbytery-wide workshop on “Creating and Managing Church Websites” was held on 10/11/08 at First Presbyterian Church, Santa Barbara.  Workshop leaders were Tom Piehn (Webmaster) and Joan Johnson (Communications Elder) both of Moorpark Presbyterian Church.
10. Due to new IRS regulations governing 403(b) plans (effective January 1, 2009), the Presbytery of Santa Barbara has increased oversight responsibilities for such plans.  In order to maintain the tax-deferred status of our employees’ accounts, the Stated Clerk has signed an agreement with the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to adopt the Retirement Savings Plan of the PC(USA) (the “Plan”) to provide retirement benefits for its employees, and we now agree to be subject to the terms, provisions and conditions of the Plan, as may be amended from time to time, and as supplemented by the Adoption Agreement.  From January 1, 2009 on, the Presbytery of Santa Barbara’s employees will be allowed to contribute only to this 403(b) Plan.

11. On behalf of Presbytery Council, submitted the following Report on Representation to the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii dated October 1, 2008:

	
	
	Clergy
	Lay
	Black
	Anglo
	Asian
	Hispanic
	Other
	

	Committee/Group
	Total
	M/F
	M/F
	M/F
	M/F
	M/F
	M/F
	M/F
	Vacant

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presbytery Council
	14
	2/1
	8/2
	0/0
	9/3
	1/0
	0/0
	0/0
	1

	Church Development
	9
	3/1
	2/1
	0/0
	5/2
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	2

	Church in the World
	9
	1/0
	3/5
	0/0
	4/5
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0

	Clergy Support
	3
	1/1
	0/0
	0/0
	1/1
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	1

	Committee on Ministry
	14
	5/2
	1/4
	0/0
	6/6
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	2

	Education/Leadership
	9
	3/0
	1/2
	0/0
	3/2
	0/0
	1/0
	0/0
	3

	Nominations
	6
	0/1
	2/2
	0/0
	0/3
	1/0
	1/0
	0/0
	1

	Permanent Judicial
	9
	1/2
	4/1
	1/0
	4/3
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	1

	Personnel Committee 
	6
	0/2
	1/2
	0/0
	1/4
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	1

	Preparation for Ministry
	8
	3/0
	1/2
	0/0
	4/2
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	2

	Property and Finance
	9
	2/0
	3/0
	0/0
	5/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	4

	Representation
	1
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	1

	Synod Commissioners
	4
	1/1
	2/0
	0/0
	2/1
	1/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0

	GA Commissioners '08
	4
	2/0
	2/0
	0/0
	3/0
	0/0
	1/0
	0/0
	0

	GA Commissioners '10
	4
	1/1
	2/0
	0/0
	3/1
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0

	YAD, '08
	1
	0/0
	1/0
	0/0
	1/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0/0
	0

	Presbytery Staff
	6
	3/0
	1/2
	0/0
	3/2
	0/0
	1/0
	0/0
	0

	TOTALS
	116
	28/12
	34/23
	1/0
	54/35
	3/0
	4/0
	0/0
	19

	
	100.0%
	34.5%
	49.1%
	0.8%
	77.5%
	2.7%
	3.5%
	0.0%
	16.4%


Total racial-ethnic persons serving presbytery
8 (6.9% of total)

Percentage of our congregations which are racial-ethnic
6.4%

Total females serving presbytery
35 (30.2% of total)

Percentage of our congregations which are female
60.9%

Total lay persons serving presbytery
57 (49.1% of total)

12. Reports that the Minute Book, Register and Manual of Operations were presented for review on August 16, 2008 to the Governing Body Relations Committee of the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii, and were approved by the Synod Assembly at its stated meeting October 24-25, 2008 in Pasadena with no exceptions.

13. Reports that the minutes of the 417th presbytery meeting (9/30/08) will be corrected as follows: remove item 3, page 10, Report of Property and Finance Committee (Consent Agenda) as the Secretary of State, State of California returned the paperwork and we have to resubmit with additional changes.  This entire section to be deleted from the minutes:

3.  The Property and Finance Committee (acting as the Board of Trustees) met on September 17, 2008 and recommends amendment of Section Four of the Articles of Incorporation of the Presbytery of Santa Barbara:

The specific and primary purposes for which this corporation is formed are to facilitate the management of the religious, hospital and charitable activities of the PRESBYTERY OF SANTA BARBARA, an unincorporated religious association, which is a part of and under the religious principles and beliefs of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  To the end of carrying out the above-stated purpose, it shall have all the powers from time to time granted to a nonprofit corporation by the laws of the State of California, including the power to issue annuities for the life or lives of an annuitant of annuitants under such conditions and upon such terms as it may hereafter adopt, subject to the rules and regulations and under the supervision of the Superintendent of Insurance of the State of California.

14. Recommends that the Minute Books and Registers of the following churches 
be approved, with any comments or exceptions noted reported directly to the churches:
Camarillo Trinity (2006, 2007)
Port Hueneme Westminster (2007)

Cambria (2007)
San Luis Obispo (2007)

Goleta (2007)
Santa Barbara El Montecito (2006, 2007)

Grover Beach (2007)
Santa Barbara First (2007)

Lompoc (2005, 2006, 2007)
Santa Barbara St. Andrew’s (2007)

Moorpark (2007)
Santa Paula (2007)

Morro Bay (2007)
Simi Valley (2007)

Nipomo (2006, 2007)
Templeton (2007)

Ojai (2007)
Thousand Oaks (2007)

Orcutt (2007)
Ventura Community (2007)

Oxnard (2006, 2007)
Ventura Eastminster (2006, 2007)

The Minute Books and Registers for the following churches have not yet been reviewed:

Camarillo TAPCVC (2007)
Port Hueneme Word of Life (2007)

Carpinteria (2007)
Santa Maria (2005-2007)

Los Alamos (2004-2007)
Santa Ynez Valley (2003-2007)

Newbury Park (2003-2007)
Summerland (2007)

Pismo Beach (2007)

15. Recommends that requirement to review the Minute Books and Registers for the following churches and years be waived:
Lompoc (2003)
Grover Beach (2005, 2006)

16. Reports that the minutes of the presbytery council and the various committees of the presbytery were reviewed by the Stated Clerk for the calendar year to October 1, 2008 and were found to be in order.

17. Reports the following summary of church statistics as of 12/31/07 (30 churches reporting membership changes; not all churches reporting other statistics):
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
Prior Active Members 1/1/07
9,086

Gains

Profession 17 & Under
52
Losses
Profession 18 & Over
313
Certificate
75

Certificate
111
Death
143

Other
166
Other

269

Total Gains
642
Total Losses
487

Total Active Membership 12/31/07
9,241

Total Female Members
5,626
Average Church Attendance
5,776

Baptisms

Children
114
Adult
91
Officers
Age Distributions 

Male Elders
192
25 & Under
804
56 - 64
1,406

Female Elders
153
26 - 45
1,302
65 & Over
2,846

Male Deacons
100
46 - 55
1,627


Female Deacons
264

People with Disabilities

Hearing
394
Sight
145

Mobility
395
Other
193

Christian Education (total 5,286
Birth 3
243
Grade 4
205
Grade 10
185

Age 4
143
Grade 5
177
Grade 11
167

Kindergarten
116
Grade 6
190
Grade 12
159

Grade 1
156
Grade 7
195
Young Adults
169

Grade 2
166
Grade 8
193
Over 25
2,308

Grade 3
154
Grade 9
135
Teacher/Officer
714

Racial Ethnic Breakdown
Membership 
Elders
Deacons 

Asian
146
6
7

Black
38
2
0

Native American
7
0
0

Hispanic
281
7
8

White
7,249
313
320

Other
26
0
0

Totals
7,747
328
335

FINANCIAL

Budgeted Income
$14,009,010
Potential Giving Units
5,325
Budget Expense
$15,122,148

Receipts

Expenditures

Regular Contribution
$13,427,540
Local Program
$12,017,897

Capital Building Fund
3,555,135
Local Mission
529,730

Investment Income
1,448,883
Capital Expenditure
3,797,830

Bequests
277,954
Investment Expense
474,059

Other Income
1,691,405
Per Capita Apportionment
231,742

Subsidy or Aid
12,009
Validated Mission
578,389




Theological Fund
9,800



Other Mission
682,468

REPORT OF PROPERTY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE (Consent Agenda)
1. Lot Merger – Cal Poly Property

Background:  In order to proceed with the construction of the new Campus Ministry Center and Multi-Unit Student Housing at Cal Poly, the City of San Luis Obispo requires the merger of the two parcels owned by the Presbytery of Santa Barbara.

Motion:  The Property and Finance Committee moves that the presbytery approve the merger of the parcels located at 1468 East Foothill Blvd. (APN #052,081,004) and 1320 and 1324 East Foothill Blvd. (APN #052,081,018), in the County of San Luis Obispo; that the presbytery approve the execution and recordation of the “Notice of Merger and Certificate of Subdivision Compliance” (the “Notice”) as required by the City of San Luis Obispo; and that the officers of the corporation are authorized to sign said Notice.  Upon recordation of said Notice, the presbytery’s interests in said real property shall apply to the lot lines being adjusted rather than the former lot lines.  

2. Details of SESLOC permanent loan financing  The committee reports the final terms of the conversion of the SESLOC construction loan to permanent (this was approved at the 417th presbytery meeting (9/30/08):  $2,240,000 permanent financing, term 40 years, tentative fixed interest rate of 5.625% for the first five years, renewable thereafter.  
3. Change in terms for PILP loan (Eastminster Presbyterian Church)  The committee recommends the presbytery approve a change in terms for loan # 15294104 from the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program to Eastminster Presbyterian Church, from 4.7% to 4.85, leaving monthly payments of $1,292.78 the same until the next regularly scheduled 60-month review on 9/18/13.  Original amount of the loan was $300,000, current balance (as of 9/3/08) is $188,930.35.  As with all church loans from the denomination, the presbytery guarantees repayment of principal and interest.

4. Reports that the presbytery renewed its Property and Liability, Hired and Non-Owned Auto, Liability Coverage including Directors and Officers through the Covenant Presbyterian Insurance Program, effective June 1, 2008 to June 1, 2009.
REPORT OF THE TREASURER (Consent Agenda)  The Treasurer recommends the presbytery approve the draft unaudited Combined General Mission and Ecclesiastical Revenue Over Expense Statement for the period ending 10/31/08:
	
	
	Budgeted
	
	Actual YTD
	
	% YTD

	Budgeted Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Per capita Apportionment
	
	251,682
	
	212,294
	
	84.4%

	   Basic (undesignated) Missions giving
	
	337,000
	
	228,339
	
	67.8%

	   Interest Income
	
	11,725
	
	5,071
	
	43.2%

	Total Budgeted Income
	
	$600,407
	
	$445,705
	
	74.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Budgeted Expense
	
	

	   Staff Compensation
	
	314,873
	
	196,536
	
	62.4%

	   New Church Developments (CDC)
	
	60,000
	
	55,000
	
	91.7%

	   Mortgages & Taxes (Property/Finance))
	
	60,347
	
	42,115
	
	69.8%

	   Presbytery Council (Operations)
	
	48,987
	
	47,972
	
	97.9%

	   Church in the World/Missions
	
	27,000
	
	15,418
	
	57.1%

	   Education & Leadership Development
	
	5,200
	
	2,500
	
	48.1%

	   Ministry Committees
	
	7,950
	
	7,841
	
	98.6%

	   Per Capita to Synod
	
	23,442
	
	17,718
	
	75.6%

	   Per Capita to GA
	
	52,608
	
	39,456
	
	75.0%

	Total Budgeted Expense
	
	$600,407
	
	$424,557
	
	70.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Net Income over Expense
	
	
	
	$21,148
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Pass Through Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	Actual YTD Receipts

	   Hearts and Hands
	
	
	
	70,072
	
	

	   Campus Ministries
	
	
	
	37,794
	
	

	   IMPACT
	
	
	
	160,160
	
	

	   Validated ministries
	
	
	
	23,755
	
	

	   Paid to Outside Missions
	
	
	
	21,750
	
	

	   Special Offerings
	
	
	
	52,543
	
	

	   Other
	
	
	
	131,740
	
	

	Total Pass Through Receipts YTD
	
	
	
	$497,814
	
	


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER  Rev. Jan Armstrong spoke about the nature of the church as found in scripture Matthew 16:18 and Ephesians 5:1, and shared three stories of how the church can “be” church, in the midst of “doing” church.
MINISTRY AND MISSION

Elder Philip Rendon spoke of the ministry at Word of Life, in particular the church’s work with youth (“turning the turning the hearts of the children back to their fathers, and turning the heart of the fathers back to their children”) both in the church and in the larger community as the church partners with the Ventura County Police/Clergy Council as first responders to gang violence in the Oxnard area.  He shared his own story of how 16 years ago, as a member of a gang, by God’s grace he came to faith.  The church has recently moved its worship location to the Oxnard Boys and Girls Club, and their first service had 182 people at overflow capacity.  Word of Life’s ministry includes recovery groups, men’s and women’s groups, as well as youth activities.  The Boys and Girls Club has asked Word of Life to work with families who are using the Club during the week.

Bonnie Boe spoke of the presbytery’s Lay Leader Training Institute’s upcoming fifth cycle which is scheduled to begin in January 10, 2009.  Ms. Boe is the LLTI registrar, and a member of the church staff at Moorpark Presbyterian Church.  The program has been restructured to focus on lay leadership training to equip and train congregational leaders, in addition to its previous focus on commissioned lay pastor training and training elders in the presbytery’s new church developments.  There will be four levels in the program: basic missional training (NCD), the commissioned lay pastor track, the opportunity to audit individual classes, and the opportunity to take the full course without homework requirements.  The curriculum will be expanded from 11 to 13 courses, and there are plans to offer distance learning in addition to the scheduled classes which will be held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Santa Barbara.  Finally, Ms. Boe announced a discount on class fees for multiple students from individual churches. 

REPORT FROM RANCHO LA SCHERPA  New La Scherpa director, Jack Drake, and Presbyterian Camp and Conference Centers, Inc. president, Rick Harrison, spoke about what has been accomplished in the last year at the camp.  The camp is quickly establishing itself as a premier destination for Christian groups and is fully booked for 2009.  The presbytery viewed a video of the facility.  PCCCI’s mission is to minister to all people by providing special places set apart from daily life that offer experiences for persons to encounter God through Jesus Christ and live transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.
CHURCH IN THE WORLD COMMITTEE
Chair Chuck Curtis highlighted the presbytery’s popular 7th annual Missions Conference to be held on January 17, 2009 at First Presbyterian Church in Santa Barbara.  The conference theme is “Today’s Global Mission: From Everywhere to Everyone.” Featured are keynote speaker Dr. Richard Mouw (President of Fuller Theological Sminary) and Dr. Hunter Farrell, Director of World Mission for the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Workshop leaders include Marilyn Borst, Director of Global Ministry at Peachtree Presbyterian Church in Atlanta (where she oversees the international partnerships of PC(USA)’s largest congregation in over 30 countries) and Chan-Youhg Choi (a missionary sent from his native South Korea to the Philippines, Hong Kong, and Thailand).  This year’s conference will also celebrate IMPACT’s 15 year anniversary.
Rev. Paul Dugan introduced Pastor Ramazan Arkan, our PC(USA) mission partner from Turkey and Pastor of Antalya (Turkey) Evangelical Church.  Pastor Ramazan and his church have hosted numerous IMPACT teams from our presbytery.  Pastor Ramazan and his American wife, Karen, are living in Ventura/Ojai and are serving for one year as Missionary in Residence.  Church leaders are encouraged to contact Rev. Paul Dugan and Community Presbyterian Church in Ventura if they would like to have Pastor Ramazan speak at their church.
APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TASK FORCE  Moderator Licata reviewed the directive given to the Appropriate Response Task Force by the presbytery in February 2007, and presented the name of Rev. Stuart Bond to serve on the task force.  By voice, the presbytery affirmed the selection of Rev. Bond.  There are still two elder vacancies on the task force.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY (Consent Agenda)
The Committee on Ministry

1. Reports the dismission of Rev. Aahmes Overton by the Presbytery of San Joaquin, effective February 9, 2008.

2. Reports the dismission of Rev. Alan Stones by the Presbytery of Riverside, effective September 1, 2008. 

3. Reports the dismission of Rev. Matthew Hoyt by the Presbytery of the Pacific, effective September 30, 2008.

4. The Committee on Ministry will conduct its Annual Review of Rolls as noted in G-11.0407 and G-11.0502a, and present the Clergy Classification at either the January 31 or March 17, 2009 presbytery meeting.
5. Reports a change in terms of call for Rev. Graham Baird (organizing pastor, Highlands Church, Paso Robles, effective 1/1/09; details on file at Presbytery Center).
6. Requests the presbytery add the following comments to the minutes of the 417th presbytery meeting (9/30/08), page 8, motion regarding examination of candidates from other presbyteries, and that these comments be communicated to every Committee on Ministry in the denomination:

Motion as passed by the presbytery on September 30, 2008:

The Presbytery of Santa Barbara is deeply grieved that we are no longer able to extend full faith and credit to the examinations for ordination that take place in other presbyteries and we urge the General Assembly to restore the integrity of the ordination process in full compliance with the Scriptures, the Book of Confessions and the express mandates of the Book of Order.

However, in view of the current effective removal of national standards for ordination through the General Assembly Authoritative Interpretation allowing for "scrupling" of both belief and practice, the Presbytery of Santa Barbara will continue to receive candidates from all presbyteries but with particular concern for presbyteries where, in our judgment, irregular ordinations have taken place since the adoption of the PUP Report in June 2006.  Candidates will be received only after a thorough examination by the Committee on Ministry of Santa Barbara Presbytery.  This examination will include any scruples the candidate may have personally declared.  It will also examine the candidate's role, if any, in approving the irregular ordinations of others.  The requirement of this additional examination for candidates coming from these presbyteries will be communicated to every pastoral search committee in the Presbytery.

Subsequent comments by the Committee on Ministry:

1. The standards for ordination have not changed in law.  The provisions of Book of Order (G-6.0102b) are still in force and all governing bodies are responsible to follow the constitution in all respects.  That is the reason the ordinations taking place in some of our Presbyteries are referred to as irregular.  The reference in the action is to the effective removal of national standards, not to any legal removal. 

2. It is important to note that nothing in the statement of Santa Barbara Presbytery is meant to indicate the anticipated result of any interview or line of questioning.  It is, however, to give fair communication of the particular questions that will be asked of candidates.  All candidates from all Presbyteries will be asked about any scruples they may have personally declared.  All candidates from Presbyteries where, in our judgment, irregular ordinations have taken place since the adoption of the PUP Report in 2006 will be asked about their role, if any, in approving ordinations in defiance of the constitution.

Committee on Ministry chair Julia Leeth reported that Tamara Holland, a candidate under care of the Presbytery of Seattle, has been certified ready to receive a call by that presbytery.  The Ojai Presbyterian Church wishes to call Tamara as part-time Interim Associate Pastor for Student Ministries, and the Committee on Ministry has approved that job description.  Rev. Leeth explained that the Presbytery of Seattle has requested that we examine Tamara for ordination, and if the examination is sustained, they will release her to our presbytery for ordination and enrollment.  Tamara met with the Committee on Ministry on October 23 and responded in writing to the Constitutional Questions found in the Book of Order.  She read her Statement of Faith, and responded to questions from the floor in the area of her Christian faith and views in theology, the Bible, the Sacraments and the government of this church.  She was then excused from the room with her family.
It was moved, seconded and carried to ordain Candidate Tamara Holland to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament, upon her transfer from the Presbytery of Seattle, and following ordination to enroll her as an active member of the presbytery.
It was moved, seconded and carried to approve Tamara Holland as half-time Interim Associate Pastor of Student Ministries at the following terms (details on file at Presbytery Center).
Ms. Holland and her family returned to the room.  Members of the Ojai church and the Committee on Ministry gathered around and Tamara’s husband, Rev. Jeff Holland, prayed.
It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the ordination plans for Tamara Holland for 3:00pm on January 18, 2008 at the Ojai Presbyterian Church.  Administrative Commission: Moderator Jay Licata (chair), Elder Carrie Bieber (Ojai), Elder Suzanne Kirk (St. Andrew’s), Rev. Julia Leeth, Rev. Janet Loughry, Rev. Scot Beck, Rev. Art Beals.
Chair Leeth reported that the Committee on Ministry has approved a change in terms of call for Ron Urzua who is serving as Pastor at Word of Life Presbyterian Church in Port Hueneme.  The Santa Paula church has requested that the Committee on Ministry approve Ron Urzua as part-time Stated Supply Pastor, and the committee has agreed.  Ron will continue serving at Word of Life part-time as well.  
It was moved, seconded and carried to approve Ron Urzua as part-time Stated Supply Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Santa Paula (retroactive to November 1, 2008), and to authorize him to moderate session while in this position.  This is a temporary arrangement not to exceed 12 months, and renewable with the approval of the Committee on Ministry.

It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the following change in terms of call for Pastor Ron Urzua, with the understanding that this will be split between Word of Life and Santa Paula on a 50/50 basis (details on file at Presbytery Center).
Chair Leeth reported that the Committee on Ministry has approved the request of the Session at Santa Maria Presbyterian Church and Rev. Valerie de la Torre to dissolve the Designated Associate Pastor relationship, effective December 31, 2008.  

It was moved, seconded and carried to dissolve the associate pastor relationship between the Santa Maria Presbyterian Church and Rev. Valerie de la Torre, effective December 31, 2008.

It was moved, seconded and carried to abolish the position of Designated Associate Pastor at Santa Maria Presbyterian Church, effective December 31, 2008.
The moderator invited members of the Santa Maria church and the Committee on Ministry to gather around Rev. De la Torre; Rev. Israel Gonzales, pastor of the church, offered prayer.

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND  TEF representative Elder Larry Lindsay spoke briefly about the Theological Education Fund which supports ten Presbyterian seminaries across the country.  Elder Lindsay handed out certificates of appreciation to those churches supporting the fund: Summerland, Santa Maria, Los Alamos, St. Andrew’s and Santa Paula.  He announced that his title has been changed to “Seminary Support Network Resource Person.”  The new network will expand the scope of this ministry to include all those under care of the presbytery.
PROGRAM  Dr. Paul Ford, Professor of Systematic Theology and Liturgy at St. John's Seminary in Camarillo, spoke on “What I learned from being a Spiritual Director of Presbyterians, especially pastors.”  He spoke about the two dimensions of the Christian life (Romans 12:1-12): the “being” dimension and the “doing” dimension” – how we learn to say “yes” to God’s “yes.”  Dr. Ford also shared an article on “Spiritual Formation in Relation to Seminary Life” by Msgr. James O’Reilly, and emphasized the importance of seminaries including programs of spiritual formation in their curriculum.
DINNER  The presbytery recessed for dinner at 5:00pm, to reconvene following the meal.
WORSHIP AND COMMUNION  Dr. Paul Ford preached on Luke 5:1-11 “When Jesus Said No.”  Assisting in worship were host pastor Rev. Jeff Bridgeman, Worship Director Alan Satchwell, Guest Organist David Gell, and the church’s Worship Team.  Assisting Rev. Bridgeman in the Lord’s Supper were Rev. Israel Gonzales and Elder Benito Escobedo (Santa Maria Presbyterian), Rev. Warren Einolander and Elder Dee Rock (Los Alamos Presbyterian), and Rev. Luanne Griguoli.
CELEBRATION OF THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT  During worship, the presbytery remembered those elders and ministers who died during the last 12 months:
Rev. Dick Vos, Rev. Lyle Hillegas and Rev. Richard Terry (pastor at Ojai, 1970s)

Elders: George Bliss (Carpinteria); Fred Sieling, Thomas Barber and Bob Handley (First, Grover Beach); Mary Jane Petrison, Marion King, Dr. John Renard, Mildred Thompson, Bob Newcomer, Vera Van Boening, Katherine McKee and Edward Seaman (First, Oxnard); Robert Hodge (Westminster, Port Hueneme); Irene (Fisher) Anderson, A. Spaulding Birss, Evalyn (Sciacca) Kerman, Margaret (Sawyer) Maledy and Ermine (Rundell) Powell (First, Santa Barbara); Bob Clark and Florence Lightfoot (St. Andrew’s, Santa Barbara); Jack Brink (Santa Ynez Valley); Velora Estelle Howard (Templeton); Marshall Byrd, Mary Puopolo and June Shie (Community, Ventura).
ADJOURNMENT  Presbytery was adjourned at 7:15pm following the benediction.  The presbytery will next meet on Saturday, January 31, 2009 at El Montecito Presbyterian Church in Santa Barbara.  Tentative starting time is 9:00am with breakfast.
ATTEST:

Michelle Holmes, Stated Clerk













